
Save our marshes!

The True cost of fly tipping

Fly tipping is a serious nuisance. It makes an area look ugly and run 
down, and is a hazard to the public especially to our children. If waste 
is left uncollected, it can encourage more waste to be tipped making 
the problem worse. Fly-tipping is a serious criminal offence. In 
2016/17 more than one million incidences of fly-tipping were dealt 
with by councils in England. The estimated cost of clearing up this 
waste was over £58 million. We all pay for fly-tipped waste in our 
council tax. This means less money is available for our local services. 
If fly tipping is a problem in your area, let us know (using the contact 
details overleaf) and we’ll report it for you.

Fighting the proposed huge 1000 acre solar farm 

on Graveney & Nagden Marshes
Green Party members enthusiastically support renewable energy. To 
avoid disastrous effects of climate change we must build more 
renewable energy as quickly as possible. But it is essential that we 
plan the right schemes, in the right places. 

A massive solar farm has been proposed on the marshes stretching 
2½ miles from Faversham to Graveney. It would generate 350MW –
enough electricity for 110,000 houses. The development is so big it is 
classed as national infrastructure and the application will be 
considered by central government, by-passing the local planning 
process. 

In our submission to the second-phase consultation, Tim Valentine and Alastair Gould argued the impact on 
bird populations from neighbouring protected sites is totally unacceptable. Also it is important to preserve 
a much-loved local landscape enjoyed by locals and visitors alike. 

We believe that solar panels should be on rooftops or in mid-scale, community-owned solar farms that benefit 
local people. (See the story overleaf.) The Conservative government has made domestic, and community-
scale solar power unaffordable. Support for solar panels on houses will be removed completely in March 2019.  
Tim Valentine said: “With around 2,000 houses to be built around Faversham, it is a missed opportunity not to 
put solar panels on every roof, instead of building an industrial array of panels over a local beauty spot.”

The solar farm developers received over 700 responses to the phase two consultation. Submission of the 
application for a development consent order has been delayed until October. We will continue to monitor the 
process, talk to local residents, and voice our concerns. Of course, as the Green Party, we  will continue to 
support more appropriate development of renewable energy.

Tim Valentine viewing the proposed site 

of the massive solar farm.

Tim Valentine has reported this incidence

of fly tipping to Swale Borough Council
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Tim & Alastair: Working WITH people and getting things done



If you have a comment or query about our area, 
we’d would love to know. Here 

are the ways you can get in touch

All our newsletters and leaflets are delivered by 

volunteers. If you’d like to help, please get in 

touch.
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Small-scale, community-owned 
renewable energy generates 

funds for community projects.

Tim Valentine is a voluntary director of Orchard Community Energy 
(OCE) - a community benefit company which runs a 5MW solar farm 
at Iwade, near Sittingbourne. OCE have allocated a community fund 
of £10,000 for community projects in Swale or Medway that 
address one of the following objectives: the alleviation of fuel 
poverty; support for vulnerable or disadvantaged groups; 
wildlife conservation; climate change mitigation or adaptation. 
Applications, from charities only, must be received by 31st October 
2018. For more information see: orchard.coop

In the first round of community grants in 2017, OCE funded energy-
efficient lighting for the Seashells Children’s Centre, in Sheerness; 
an energy-efficient refurbishment of Sheppey Scouts HQ; and 
training of conservation volunteers by Kent Wildlife Trust on their 
nature reserve at Oare.

.

Taking action to reduce litter 
Working to keep our area litter-free

Plastic pollution, especially of our oceans, is such a massive problem. 
Plastic does not rot down, and wildlife try to eat the plastic and feed it to 
their young. It is essential to recycle waste packaging, if possible, or 
dispose of it responsibility. Alastair and Tim with members of Swale 
Green Party regularly organise litter picks or join litter picks organised by 
others. Is there a litter problem near you? Let us know and we’ll get 
it sorted. Local Green Party members work 

to reduce the nuisance of litter

We love the tea house and general store that Clare 
Raraty-Squires has opened at The Sondes – the 
old pub near Selling station. She serves an 
impressive range of specialist teas, delicious 
vegetarian food and vegan cakes. It is wonderful to 
see a thriving, imaginative business putting a 
redundant building to good use for the 
community.

With the Rose and Crown at Perry Wood on the 
market another rural pub is under threat. Selling 
Parish Council is considering whether it should be 
listed as an Asset of Community Value – which 
would allow 10 months for a potential purchaser to 
raise the necessary funds. If you have a view 
contact the Clerk to Selling Parish Council on 
clerk@sellingprishcouncil.org.uk

NEWS IN BRIEF

Tim Valentine
07752 191807
tim.valentine@greenparty.org.uk

Grants Available for Community Projects
Community-owned renewable  energy provides funds for local charities 

Tim and Alastair: Working WITH people and getting things done

CAN WE HELP?

swale.greenparty.org.uk
facebook.com/swalegreens
twitter.com/swalegreens


